
  

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS 

December 2017 

Issue 30 

                        Fully accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges 

WHAT’S NEW 
St. Bernard’s Elementary School News 

Inspired by the motto,  
“Deeds not Words,”  
St. Bernard’s Elementary School 
is committed to providing a 
quality Catholic education  
by teaching the Gospel values  
of charity, responsibility, 
dignity and respect in a  
faith-centered community. 
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Pre-K 
Our littlest Bernardians are preparing 
for Christmas in many ways. Learning 
about different Christmas traditions 
from around the world and learning new 
Christmas songs as they prepare to 
celebrate God’s greatest gift to His 
people—the Baby Jesus! 

Kindergarten 
Our Kindergarteners are eagerly 
anticipating Christmas as they celebrate 
the season of Advent day by day. The 
Nativity story is coming alive for them as 
they prepare for their Christmas Play. 
They are learning their parts of Mary 
and Joseph, the shepherds, the three 
Kings, and the angels. What better way 
for them to learn than by teaching all  
of us! 

Grade 1 
This month, our First Graders will 
capture the excitement of the season as 
they put a festive spin on their classroom 
lessons. Holiday creative writing, Candy 
Cane Math and Science and even 
Gingerbread Man grammar will keep our 
students very busy this month. Religion 
lessons will focus on Advent and the true 
meaning of Christmas. For our First 
Graders, it really is the most wonderful 
time of the year! 

Grade 2 
Our Second Graders are humming 
Christmas songs as they learning how to 

count coins and make 
change! In Religion, they 
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are learning the meaning of the 
Nativity story and how Jesus came to 
be born in a manger in a stable in 
Bethlehem. 

Grade 3 
Third Graders are busy working on  
an interdisciplinary project that will 
combine creative arts and their writing 
skills.  Each student has chosen a 
Christmas scene to depict in a diorama 
using as much detail as possible. The 
next part of the assignment is to tell 
the story of that Christmas scene. 
There are always things to learn and 
surprises in these essays! 

Grade 4 
Our Fourth Graders are on their way 
with their new Wonders Reading 
program. Students are enjoying many 
ways to learn and reinforce their skills 
using a way variety of strategies. 
Interactive stories, online activities  
and new approaches to mastering 
language arts skills are keeping our 
readers engaged. 

Grade 5 
The St. “B” Kindness Challenge begins 
in December. Our Fifth Graders have 
all read the novel Wonder 
independently and have shared their 
reactions together in class. Ready to act 
on what they have discussed, our Fifth 
Graders will lead our school as we all 
work to recognize and encourage 
kindness to everyone. Following our 
motto, “Deeds not Words!” 
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Grade 6 
The power of the decimal point! Our 
Sixth Graders are working on adding, 
subtracting, multiplying and dividing 
with decimals. And learning how to 
move the decimal point accurately for 
swift calculations when they multiply by 
a power of 10, …this makes math and 
life so easy! 

Grade 7 
Our Seventh Grade Literature students 
are reading Wilson Rawl’s coming of age 
novel, Where the Red Fern Grows. This 
story is an exciting tale of love and 
adventure. They are exploring the 
themes of passing from youth to 
maturity and the rewards of hard work 
and diligence.  

Grade 8 
Eighth Graders are reading John 
Steinbeck’s novella The Pearl. A parable 
and a story of classic simplicity based on 
a Mexican folktale that explores the 
secrets of human nature, 
our students explore 
Steinbeck’s story that 
touches on the darkest 
depths of evil and  
the luminous 
possibilities of 
love. These are 
very important 
themes for  
our oldest 
Bernardians 
to consider. 
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Presentation Writing Award 
Brianna Spagnuolo, Class of 2018, is 
this year’s recipient of the 
Presentation Writing Award. Our 
Bernardian community celebrates 
November 21, the Feast of the 
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, as a day to recognize and 
cherish our Presentation heritage. 
This year, each of our Eighth Graders 
was challenged to consider the 
meaning and impact of our STB motto 
“Deeds Not Words.” Our motto was 
taken from the family coat of arms of 
Nano Nagle, foundress of the Sisters 
of the Presentation. Our school, 
founded in 1886 by this community of 
Sisters, continues on with this motto 
131 years later.  Brianna’s winning 
essay ends with this paragraph:  

“In conclusion ‘Deeds not Words,’ 
the St. Bernard’s Elementary 
School motto, motivates and 
encourages people from all ages to 
put their words into action and do 
something. All students here 
strive to live by this motto 
everyday as Bernardians. It 
teaches us that deeds are stronger 
than words. The idea came from 
Nano Nagle who did many great 
deeds in her life time. No matter 
the size of the deed, big or small, 
they are all important to God.” 

~ BERNARDIAN LIFE ~ 
Casual for a Cause 
November 16 is Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Day in 
Massachusetts because of Logan Wood’s work with 
Governor Baker and our legislators. All Bernardians 
joined Logan and our Student Council to raise $350.00  
for the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network. Wearing purple 
and donating at least $1.00 each, our community of 
students and their families, our faculty and staff were 
casual for this very important cause. We remembered 
Logan’s grandfather who was the impetus for Logan’s 
work and Dennis Legendre, Mrs. Legendre’s husband,  
as we all supported this cause near to our hearts. 

Master Catechists 
Our Bernardian teachers continue to grow in their religious knowledge and skills  
by participating in the Diocesan program to certify Master Catechists. Joining  
Mrs. Gallagher as Master Catechists are Sr. Irene Goguen, Mrs. Maki and  
Mrs. Valera who completed their coursework to receive their certifications.  
More Bernardian teachers to come! 

Monday, December  4 — 
Wednesday, December 13 

Sister Pauline’s Mitten Tree 
Benefits Nano’s Nook   

A Sisters of the Presentation 
Charity 

Donate hats and mittens  
for those in need. 

Daily - School Lobby 

Wednesday, December 6 
Out of Uniform 

$1.00 PTO Fundraiser 

Friday, December 8 
Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception Liturgy 
STB Cafeteria – 10:30 AM 

Kids Night Out;  
Parents Night Off 

Grades K – 7 
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

Grade 8 sponsored event to benefit  
their trip to Washington, D.C. 

Wednesday, December 13 
Grades K – 3 

Christmas Play 
STB Cafeteria – 6:30 PM 

All are welcome! 

Thursday, December 14 – 
Thursday, December 21 

Jingle Bell Fair 
Student Council Fundraiser 

Friday, December 22 

Half Day of School - 
Christmas Vacation Begins! 

- 12:00 PM DISMISSAL - 
Students may be out of uniform wearing 
red and green! Antlers are encouraged! 

Monday, December 25 —  
Monday, January 1 

Christmas Vacation  

Tuesday, January 2 
School Reopens 

Be sure to look for the next WHAT’S NEW monthly insert on the first Sunday of every month! 


