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WHAT’S NEW 
St. Bernard’s Elementary School News 

Inspired by the motto,  
“Deeds not Words,”  
St. Bernard’s Elementary School 
is committed to providing a 
quality Catholic education  
by teaching the Gospel values  
of charity, responsibility, 
dignity and respect in a  
faith-centered community. 

1

Pre-K 
Our newest Bernardians are spending 
November getting ready for 
Thanksgiving by being thankful for God 
and Jesus in their lives. They are also 
learning about the Native Americans 
who were here in New England before 
the Pilgrims arrived in 1620 and about 
the origins of our Thanksgiving 
traditions. The story “Stone Soup”  
is a favorite as it helps the children 
understand more clearly about the 
importance of sharing here at school  
and at home. 

Kindergarten 
The Kindergarteners get so excited upon 
completing a Letterbook! “What’s our 
next book?” they ask. In another week, 
they will begin to sound out words with 
the few letters they’ve been working 
on…such joy to see so many smiles when 
they discover they can read real words on 
their own! Learning can be so much fun! 

Grade 1 
In First Grade, we are learning about 
story elements as we explore characters, 
settings and events in our Unit 2 stories, 
all of which focus on the theme “Our 
Community.” In Math, we’ve been 
working on understanding the concepts 
of addition and subtraction. Now we’re 
moving on to acquiring the strategies 
which will help us learn our Math Facts! 

Grade 2 
In Reading, it’s all about 
syllables, compound 
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words, silent letters and using y…as a 
vowel! Our young readers are all about 
having fun with these tasks as they 
master all these keys to reading. The 
Second Grade is also anticipating their 
trip to the Nutcracker in December 
with greater excitement than usual 
because their very own classmate, 
Bella DeConinck, will be dancing the 
role of a mouse! 

Grade 3 
Social Studies in November is all about 
communities and cultures—how even 
the most different cultures share many 
things in common…like families. These 
lessons lead to many discussions about 
how we are all very much alike. It’s a 
wonderful conversation as we prepare 
for Thanksgiving.  

Grade 4 
Fourth Grade Geographers are on the 
move around the regions of the United 
States this year beginning with our 
very own New England. Learning the 
history and geography at the same 
time, our students will become masters 
of our 50 states. Soon they will be able 
to name all the state capitals and place 
each state on a U.S. map with 
accuracy. 

Grade 5 
Fifth Graders have embarked on a 
kindness journey through the reading 
and discussion of the novel “Wonder” 
by R.J. Palacio. We will engage in a 
variety of activities around the theme 
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of kindness and conclude our journey 
with a field trip to see the movie based 
on this novel. Ms. Wright asked us if we 
would lead the Kindness Project here at 
STB…and we said yes! 

Grade 6 
In their next unit in Reading, our Sixth 
Graders will be learning about how 
natural forces affect the Earth in 
selections entitled “Monster of the 
Mountain,” “Into the Volcano” and 
“Donna O’Meara: The Volcano Lady.” 
They will be focused on developing their 
skills around main ideas and key details 
as they learn more about Earth Science. 

Grade 7 
Did you know that you can learn about 
the Water Cycle by singing a song about 
it? Our Seventh Grade Geographers  
put their voices to work when they 
discovered a song about the water  
cycle on YouTube.  It was a big hit! 
Evaporation, condensation and 
precipitation have never been so  
much fun!  

Grade 8 
Our Eighth Grade mathematicians have 
been learning how solving algebra and 
geometry problems now can prepare 
them to solve problems in “real life” in 
the years to come. Working on planning 
an addition to their homes, determining 
how many gallons of 
paint will be 
needed to 
complete a 
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Be sure to look for the next WHAT’S NEW monthly insert on the first Sunday of every month! 
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Our annual Canned Food Drive will 
run from November 6 through 17. 
Please send in non-perishable food 
items and canned goods to support 
local families in need. Goods can be 
sent in with your student or dropped 
off at the main office. 

Nov. 18 – Holiday Fair 
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STB Cafeteria and classrooms.  
This much loved event is bigger and 
better than ever! Join us for food, games, 
raffles, shopping and fun. 

Nov. 30 – STB Elementary School 
 

Water Tower Plaza, Leominster, MA.  
Celebrity readers, gift wrapping, crafts 
and a raffle. A portion of in-store and 
online sales for items such as books, 
puzzles, Christmas cards, and gift 
cards—purchased that evening—will go 
to STB. 

~ SAVE THE DATES ~ 

We’re Using Renewable Energy! 
Our new solar lights are in! Thanks to the hard work of a group 
of STB dads and one graduate, five poles were installed on 
Saturday morning, Oct. 28 to support our new solar lights. We 
are grateful to TJ Fluharty for taking on this project, working 
with the City of Fitchburg to obtain the needed permit, and 
organizing his team. TJ Fluharty, Liam Fluharty, Chris 

Langtry, Bob McDermott, Mike Terho, Joey Pandiscio, Chris Norton, and Bob 
Gonyor got the job done in under four hours. We thank them for the gift of their time 
and talents to help STB “harness the sun!” 

It’s a Grand Old Flag 
Many of our classroom flags were recently replaced due to their age. Our school  
also took this opportunity to donate a new American flag to 
our parish replacing the flag which had flown beside the 
main entrance to church. We are grateful to Dominic Bilotta, 
Secretary of our Eighth Grade class, who made arrangements 
with his Scout Master, David Fortin, of Troop 17 Fitchburg to 
properly dispose of these flags in a Retirement Ceremony. 
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project, how many square feet of tile or 
carpet are needed to cover a floor. They 
most certainly will be using these skills 
and thanking Mrs. Maki! 

Computers/Technology 
Our Computer Room is a center of 
activity! Every Bernardian is busy in the 
Computer Room developing and applying 
computer skills. Our Kindergarten and 
First Graders are having fun as they find 
their way around Abcmouse.com. Second 
Graders have been learning how to make 
a folder, save a file and create a drawing 
in WORD. Third Graders are currently 
developing their first PowerPoint 
presentations. Fourth and Fifth Graders 
are researching the lives of the saints as 
they create a brochure to illustrate a 
Hero of our Faith. Sixth and Eighth 
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Graders are designing and constructing 
bridges online and then testing their 
designs by subjecting them to the forces 
of earthquakes. Seventh Graders are 
exploring the nutrition of fast food 
restaurants, choosing menu items that 
they might order and creating an Excel 
spreadsheet to display the data. Many 
skills are being developed and mastered 
in a wide array of projects. 

Art 
The beauty of autumn…all grades have 
been painting colorful fall leaves using a 
technique called “Pointillism.” Students 
watched a video about the artist, Georges 
Seurat, who developed this style of 
painting after watching the construction 
of the Eiffel Tower from his studio 
window in Paris. 

Tuesday, November  7 

Election Day 
Teacher’s Professional 

Development Day 
- NO SCHOOL - 

Thursday, November  9 
Veterans’ Day Assembly 

STB Cafeteria – 9:30 AM 
All are invited to join us 

PTO Meeting 
STB Cafeteria – 7:00 PM 

Friday, November 10 
Veteran’s Day  
- NO SCHOOL - 

Thursday, November 16 
Safe Environment Training  

STB Cafeteria – 6:00 PM 

Saturday, November 18 

Holiday Fair  
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Monday, November 20 

Half Day of School 
Parent/Teacher Conferences  

- 12:00 PM DISMISSAL - 
No after school program 

Tuesday, November 21 

Half Day of School 
Parent/Teacher Conferences  

- 12:00 PM DISMISSAL - 
No after school program 

Thanksgiving Liturgy 
Presentation Day Celebration 

STB Cafeteria – 10:30 AM 
All are invited to join us 

Wednesday, November 22 — 
Friday, November 24 

Thanksgiving Vacation 
- NO SCHOOL - 


