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Pre- K  
Butterflies, insects, bugs and pond life! 
Its spring in Pre-K and our children are 
delighting in all things flying, creeping, 
crawling and swimming.  “Pete, the Cat” 
books are great favorites this month but 
will give way to a week devoted to the 
beautiful books of Eric Carle. His most 
famous book, The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar, has “eaten its way into the 
hearts of millions of children” including 
our own youngest Bernardians! 

Kindergarten 
The Kindergarteners have reason to 
rejoice! All during Lent, they tried very 
hard to be quiet in line. This was their 
special sacrifice to let Jesus know how 
much they love Him. Now, they have a 
beautiful mosaic Cross to show for all 
their effort and to remind them of their 
Lenten journey this spring.  Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 

Grade 1 
Our First Graders wrapped up their 
“Animals” Reading unit with a special 
project. In class, each student used a 
graphic organizer to create a topic 
sentence, added three details and a 
concluding sentence about a favorite 
animal. Then they put their edited ideas 
together in a final draft.  At home, each 
student created a beautiful picture 
depicting their chosen animal complete 
with labels and a caption. Their work is  

a wonderful reminder of 
their love for God’s 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS 

May 2017 

Issue 26 

Fully accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges 

WHAT’S NEW 
St. Bernard’s Elementary School News 

Inspired by the motto,  
“Deeds not Words,”  
St. Bernard’s Elementary School 
is committed to providing a 
quality Catholic education  
by teaching the Gospel values  
of charity, responsibility, 
dignity and respect in a  
faith-centered community. 

2

creatures – and also just how much our 
First Graders are growing as writers! 

Grade 2  
After months of preparation, their 
special day is here. Our Second Graders, 
their families and friends will celebrate 
our children’s reception of their First 
Communion on Saturday, May 6 at noon 
at St. Camillus Church. All of our 
parishioners are invited to join our 
children at their Presentation Mass the 
following day, May 7 at 10:00 AM. We 
thank all who supported our children 
with their efforts and prayer as each 
child continued on the journey to know 
and love God, and now to receive Him  
in the Holy Eucharist. 

Grade 3 
Our Third Graders continue their year 
with their new Reading series, Wonders.  
The theme of their next unit is “Take 
Action!” Just the title of this unit fits in 
with our STB motto “Deeds not Words.” 
Our Third Graders are challenged with 
the questions - What are the ways that 
people can take action? What are the 
ways that Bernardians can take action? 
Many interesting discussions await… 

Grade 4 
May brings an interdisciplinary project 
combining creative writing and art to 
Grade 4. Using the ten types of poetry 
studied in their Poetry Unit, each 
student is challenged to create a book 
containing ten original poems based on 
each poetical forms accompanied by an 
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illustration of each. Great concentration, 
thought and artistic skill will result in a 
culminating work to be treasured! 

Grade 5 
Do you know the origin of pretzels,  
one of our favorite American snacks?  
A common story of pretzels tells us that 
they were first created around 610 in 
Italy by a monk who baked strips of 
dough that he folded into a shape 
resembling a child crossing his arms in 
prayer. Our Fifth Graders concluded their 
Lenten activities by making “little arms” 
or prayer pretzels together and baking 
them in our STB kitchen - an activity 
with many lessons. 

Grade 6 
Ancient Greece is the topic of 
conversation for our Sixth Graders.  
They are learning about Greek gods  
and goddesses as they study the myths 
associated with each one. Each student 
will join with a partner to retell one of 
these myths in their own words. 
Adventures, trials and tribulations  
will fill the classroom as these stories 
come alive thanks to the creativity of  
our students! 

Grade 7 
Our Seventh Graders are reading My 
Brother Sam is Dead, a powerful young 
adult novel by James Lincoln Collier  
and Christopher Collier. This novel 
realistically depicts what happened 
during the American Revolution through 
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Science Fair Success 
Our 2nd STB Science Fair was a huge 
success! The winners are—  

Grade 5 
1st     Jeiel Berdecia 
         Tomas Velazco-Daza 
2nd    Taylor Cornier 
         Teagan McDonald 
3rd    Geronimo Fernandez 

Grade 6  
1st      Jennifer Allen* 
          Jessica Mueller* 
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2nd     Leah Alker* 
          Abigail Huse* 
3rd      Patrick Ginnity* 

Grade 7* 
1st    Angela Dumford* 
2nd   Declan Fluharty* 
3rd   Michael Dumford* 
        Tyler Jordan* 

Grade 8* 
1st      Abigail Sallila* 
2nd     Wyatt Bingham* 
          Tyler Thibodeau* 
3rd      Joanne Moroney* 
Honorable Mention     
Jamie Erickson 

* These students will participate at the 
Diocese of Worcester Regional Science 
Fair on May 18 at Assumption College. 
Go Bernardians! 

COMING EVENTS! 

First Communion  
Saturday, May 6 

- St. Camillus Church - 
12 Noon 

First Communion  
Presentation Mass 

Sunday, May 7 
- St. Camillus Church - 

10:00 AM 

Progress Reports 
Tuesday, May 9 

PTO Meeting  
Thursday, May 11  
 - STB Cafeteria - 

7:00 PM 

NJHS Induction Ceremony 
Friday, May 12 
- St. Cafeteria - 

6:30 PM 

Diocese of Worcester  
Regional Science Fair  

Thursday, May 18  
- Assumption College - 

STB Field Day 
Friday, May 19 

Washington D.C. Trip 
Tuesday, May 23 – Friday, May 26 

- Grade 8 - 

Ascension Thursday Mass 
and May Crowning  

Thursday, May 25 
- STB Cafeteria - 

10:30 AM 

Memorial Day 
Monday, May 29 
- NO SCHOOL -  

On Friday, May 5th our Fifth, Sixth, 
Seventh and Eighth Graders came 
together with students from our sister 
schools – Holy Family Academy 
(Gardner), St. Anthony School 
(Fitchburg), St. Anna School and St. Leo 
School (Leominster) at STBCCHS for a 
morning of worship. After Mass, they had 
lunch together at the Bernardian Bowl 
and then spent the afternoon competing 
with each other in Field Day activities. A 
grand time was had by all! 
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the experiences of a young boy. A good 
read at any time and a perfect read as 
we marked Patriots Day in 
Massachusetts. A great introduction to 
8th Grade American History, as well. 

Grade 8 
Final days are fast approaching for our 
oldest Bernardians.  The bittersweet 
realization has arrived that our 
students are preparing to leave STB 
Elementary for the next step on their 
life journeys. But…before they go, so 
much left to do! Wrapping up academic 
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classes, field days, their trip to 
Washington, D.C., Eighth Grade Retreat 
and Eighth Grade Dinner are just a  
few things awaiting them over the next 
few weeks. 

Art 
Classes at all levels have been exploring 
the art of Ed Emberly. Students have 
created spring themes using the “picture 
pre method” to construct images from 
portions of circles. Check out their 
creations on the bulletin board in the 
main hallway. 

The Annual North County Liturgy with Bishop McManus & Field Day 

Be sure to look for the next WHAT’S NEW monthly insert on the first Sunday of every month! 


