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Pre- K  
February is all about the color pink, the 
letters P, Q, and R, Fairy Tales, the Five 
Senses and Dental Health Hygiene. 
There is never a day that our little 
Bernardians are not very busy. And of 
course, there is great anticipation about 

Kindergarten 
With the New Year upon us, the 
Kindergarteners returned to school to 
continue living out the saying “Learning 
is Fun.” In Reading, they are advancing 
to other Letter books with much greater 

 
sentences. In Math, the children are 
working with numbers up to 31, using 
vocabulary such as: is less than, equal  
to and greater than. These are our  
future Mathematicians! 

Grade 1 
In Religion, our First Graders are 
learning about the Golden Rule and the 
importance of making good choices in our 
“deeds and words.” They are learning 
about God’s laws and how they help all of 
us to choose to do what is right. Mrs. 
Valera and the children are also reading 
the story of Zacchaeus in the Bible — 
teaching them one of the most important 
lessons of all — that even when we make 
mistakes God still loves us, He will 
always love us, and God will always 

forgive us. 
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WHAT’S NEW 
St. Bernard’s Elementary School News 

Inspired by the motto,  
“Deeds not Words,”  
St. Bernard’s Elementary School 
is committed to providing a 
quality Catholic education  
by teaching the Gospel values  
of charity, responsibility, 
dignity and respect in a  
faith-centered community. 
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Grade 2  
Our young Geographers are focusing on 
Economics this winter…learning about 
needs and wants, goods and services, 
producers and consumers, farm to 
factory, trade with countries around the 
world and modern technology. Such big 
ideas for our Second Graders! 

Grade 3 
“Deeds not Words”, our school motto, has 
inspired the Third Grade to continue to 
head the STB drive to support our parish 
with the Haitian Outreach Program. 
Mrs. Gallagher and her students are 
leading the way for the second year as 
our students will gather items that are 
so basic but so critically needed by 
students in schools in Haiti. Love made 
visible in very a practical way. 

Grade 4 
Our Fourth Grade scientists have 
embarked on their tour of Human Body 
systems. First stop -the Skeletal with 
the construction of a very complete paper 
skeleton by each student along and 
learning the song “Dry Bones” made 
famous by the Inkspots!. Then on the 
Muscular, Respiratory and Circulatory 
systems. Last stop, the Digestive system 
and the creation of an extra special 
project… a paper bag stomach! 

Grade 5 
Long Division has finally come to the 
Fifth Grade. Our Fifth Grader are 
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becoming “Division Specialists” as they 
practice and become masters of this skill. 

Grade 6 
Do you know who is credited with the 
invention of the wheelbarrow, kites or the 
umbrella? Our Sixth Grade historians can 
tell you! Our Sixth Graders are learning 
about the only ancient civilization that 
continues to the present time …China. 

Grade 7 
Seventh Graders have just finished 
reading Wilson Rawls’ classic novel  
Where the Red Fern Grows. In this novel, 
our readers explored the themes of the 
passage from youth to maturity, the 
rewards of hard work and diligence, 
achievements gained through love and 
understanding and finally, the need to 
work together to achieve a common goal. 
There is great anticipation as they await 
seeing the movie adaptation of the novel 
and its sequel. In Religion, our 
Bernardians continue their study of 
Christian life – what it means to be called 
to be Christ-like in our own lives. How we 
are supported in this through the sharing 
of the Eucharist which nourishes our souls 
and gives us strength to meet the 
challenges of living like Christ each day. 
There is much deep thinking going on in 
our Seventh Grade. 

Grade 8 
The Eight Grade has had an exciting start 
to 2017 – their graduation year! They are 
having fun creating their Yearbook and 
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Our second Hour of Code in December 
was very well received by Bernardians 
from Grades 3-8. Thank you to Mr. 
Hoecker, Mrs. Needham and Mr. Bilotta 
who shared their time and talents so that 
our students could again participate in 
this international program. Classes 
across the grades have continued their 
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Drama Club 
Tryouts have been completed and 
rehearsals are underway for our Spring 
Musical…Elf, Jr.! Mark your calendar 
for Friday, March 31 and Saturday, 
April 1 for evening performances at 
6:30 PM. Tickets are $7.00 for Adults, 
$5.00 for Senior Citizens and free for 
Students. Advance tickets are available 
through our school office (978-342-
1948) or at the door before each 
performance! 
Sports 
Due to the collective generosity of the 
school, the PTO and an anonymous 
donor our 7th and 8th Grade boys 
basketball teams now have new 
uniforms. Our boys are looking great  
on the court as they play hard and 
finish off their season with a renewed  
team pride! 
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Father-Special Loved One  
and Daughters Dance 
STA and STB are once again coming 
together for our Father/Special Loved 
One and Daughters 
Dance. Bernardians 
will dance the night 
away on Saturday, 
Feb. 18 from 6:00 PM 
to 9:00 PM in the 
downstairs hall at  
St. Camillus Church  
on Mechanic Street  
in Fitchburg. Lots of 
fun to be had and 
memories to be made 
at this special 
event…thank you to 
STA for inviting our 
Bernardian ladies to 
take part again!  

COMING EVENTS! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Valentine’s Day 
Tuesday, February 14 

8th Grade Dance 
Friday, February 17 

- STB Cafeteria - 

STB & STA  
Father/Special Loved Ones  

& Daughter Dance  
Saturday, February 18 
- 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM - 

St. Camillus Church Hall 

Winter Vacation 
Monday, February 20 through 

Friday, February 24 
 - NO SCHOOL - 

Progress Reports 
Tuesday, February 28 

Be sure to look for the next WHAT’S NEW monthly insert on the first Sunday of every month! 
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Continued from front… 
working hard to capture their memories 
even as they make new ones. Fundraisers 
to support their class trip to Washington, 
D.C. have met with great support from 
our larger school community. A St. 
Valentine’s Dance has been added to our 
STB calendar…students from the four 
other North County Catholic Schools will 
dance the night away with our 7th and 8th 
Graders on February 17th. 

5

Art 
Celestial beings and evergreen 
boughs…students from Grades K 
through 3 fashioned angels with silver 
wings created from cupcake liners. Our 
older art students tested out 
construction paper crayons and made 
beautiful winter scenes of evergreen 
boughs with shining ornaments on a 
black background. 
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work with Mrs. Rheault to master using 
technology as a tool across all academic 
areas. Classes have used the Internet for 
research projects in Religion, Social 
Studies, Science, and French, continued 
to work to master PowerPoint and Excel, 
explored coding, simulated earthquakes, 
designed bridges, extended their word 
processing skills and learned how to find 
and manipulate graphic images.  
Kindergarteners and First Graders work 
with ABCmouse at school and have 
access to it at home. Our Wonders 
program in Grades 1, 2 and 3 has an 
online link that allows our families to 
continue to work with our youngest 
readers at home. 


