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Pre – K 
Our youngest Bernardians are all about 
the New Year and winter this month: a 
Happy New Year celebration, snowflakes 
and snowmen, Martin Luther King’s 
Birthday, Jan Brett books, and animals 
that live in the cold. Our little ones 
continue to learn about the life of Jesus 
and about their own uniqueness. So much 
to do and learn! 

Kindergarten 
During the fall, the Kindergarten 
children learned to identify and write  
the numbers 0 to 10—Ordinal First to 
Tenth. Our little mathematicians  
were introduced to the number line.  
In Reading, most children could read a 
complete sentence…how excited they all 
are to be learning so much with so much 
more to come. 

Grade 1 
Is a candy cane red with white stripes or 
white with red stripes? What will happen 
to a candy cane if you put it in cold 
water? What if you put it in vinegar,  
milk or olive oil? Our First Grade 
scientists pondered, then explored  
these questions as Mrs. Valera and her 
students put a scientific twist on their 
seasonal celebrations. 

Grade 2 
Our Second Graders continue their 
preparation to receive their First 

Communion this spring. 
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WHAT’S NEW 
St. Bernard’s Elementary School News 

Inspired by the motto,  
“Deeds not Words,”  
St. Bernard’s Elementary School 
is committed to providing a 
quality Catholic education  
by teaching the Gospel values  
of charity, responsibility, 
dignity and respect in a  
faith-centered community. 
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They began their study of The Works  
of Mercy. They will learn about  
St. Martin de Porres who lived a holy 
life in Peru, South America centuries 
ago. We venerate him hundreds of years 
later as a role model for how to share 
mercy with the people around us. 

Grade 3 
The Third Graders completed a 
Christmas diorama project to 
accompany their written narratives 
describing the Christmas scene that 
they created. Students chose between 
the Story of the Nativity or celebrations 
with Santa Claus. In keeping with all 
things Christmas, our young historians 
studied the history of the candy cane— 
reminding us of the important role  
the shepherds had while keeping watch 
in Bethlehem. 

Grade 4 
Fourth Grade is on the move around the 
United States. Our Bernardian 
geographers will be moving on to the 
Southwest—mapping as they go! When 
their tour of the U.S. is complete in 
June they will be masters of all the 
regions, all 50 states and their capitals. 

Grade 5 
Fifth Grade is on the move, as well. Our 
Fifth Graders traveled the world as they 
explored Christmas customs in many 
countries…Canada, Spain, Ireland and 
the Philippines. Many customs were 
familiar to them, but there were so 
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many differences in the ways in which  
families and friends around the world 
observe Christmas. 

Grade 6 
In Religion, our students followed the 
season of Advent and working together 
with the Seventh Grade class, created  
a wreath of hands. In Reading,  
Tuck Everlasting, a coming of age novel 
by Natalie Babitt, is becoming more and 
more intriguing. Our Literature students 
just discovered the Tucks’ source of 
changelessness and are eager to discover 
what the stranger in the Yellow Suit is  
up to! 

Grade 7 
Topics in Seventh Grade Science are 
perfect for the winter—colds and flu!  
Our Life Science students are working  
on Classification of Living Things; 
Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, 
Genus and Species with a particular focus 
on disease causing organisms—bacteria 
and viruses. Art was combined with 
Science as Mrs. Ingemie worked with the 
students to create models of three 
different types of virus—T-2, Adenovirus 
and Vorticella. Now our students can 
explain how a virus, not quite alive on its 
own, can “hijack” a healthy cell and do so 
much damage. 

Grade 8 
Our Eighth graders continue to be busy in 
and out of their academic classes as they 
begin their applications to high school. 
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Sports 
Looking for 
something fun to 
do on a Saturday? 
Our STB 
basketball season 
is in full swing! 
The coed teams for 
Grades 3 and 4 are 
enjoying learning the game while 
competing on Saturday mornings at  
St. Anna’s School. While our boy’s teams 
in Grades 5/6, 7th grade, and 8th grade 
compete at the STB Activity Center at 
various times on Saturday mornings from  
8 AM – 2 PM. And the girls’ teams in 
Grades 5/6 and 7/8 play their games on 
Saturday afternoons at Monty Tech. All of 
our athletes are playing tough games and 
displaying great sportsmanship as they 
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proudly represent STB under the 
leadership of our excellent volunteer 
coaches. We thank them all for their 
dedication to STB sports and the 
development of our STB basketball 
players. Come out and join us as we 
cheer on our student athletes! 

Drama Club 
The first Drama Club meetings of the 
spring season have begun. Stay tuned 
for which play is selected and what 
date our 
budding 
actors 
will take 
the stage 
for their 
Spring 
Musical! 

Dear Families of STB, 

Many thanks for all the beautiful 
 hats, mittens and gloves, which  
were donated to Nano’s Nook on 
December 10. It is impossible to  
describe the joy and happiness  
that each parent felt when they  
were able to receive NEW Hats  
and mittens for their children.  
God bless all those who were able  
to donate these beautiful items.  

May you have a blessed  
Christmas and a very  
Happy New Year – 2017! 

Love & Prayers,  

Sr. Pauline Leblanc PBVM 
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Our oldest Bernardians are the role 
models for all other students at STB. It is 
role they take very seriously and fulfill 
effectively. Whether it is helping with 
assorted tasks before or after school, 
raising and lowering the U.S. flag, 
helping with younger students, or 
assisting teachers… our Eighth graders 
are always willing, enthusiastic  
and reliable. 
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Art  
“Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow!” All 
grades worked on a woodland scene with 
evergreens in various media. Christmas 
projects of all types filled the classes as 
everyone prepared for the holidays. 
Grade 1 had a special treat when 
students from Grade 4 partnered with 
our young artists as their mentors and 
helpers in Art class. 

COMING EVENTS! 
PTO Meeting 

Thursday, January  12 
- 7:00 PM STB Cafeteria - 

State of the School 

Martin Luther King’s Birthday 
Monday, January 16 

- NO SCHOOL - 

Marks Close – Q2  
Friday, January 20 

Report Cards 
Tuesday, January 24 

Catholic Schools’ Week Liturgy 
St. Bernard’s Parish at  

St. Camillus Church 
Sunday, January 29 

- 10:00 AM -  
Coffee and pastries after Mass 

Grandparents & Special Loved 
Ones Luncheon 

Monday, January 30 
- 11:15 AM – 12:20 PM - 

Liturgy for  
Catholic Schools Week 

Tuesday, January 31 
- 10:30 AM - 

Talent Show for All Grades 
Wednesday, February 1 

1:30 PM & 6:30 PM 

Spelling Bee for Grades 4-8 
Thursday, February 2 

- 1:30 PM -  
Teachers & Staff Appreciation Day 

STB Student Appreciation Day 
Blue & Gold Spirit Day 

Friday, February 3 
Classroom Activities in the morning 
Sports, Student Council and NJHS 

Rally at 2:00 PM	

Catholic Schools Week 
Activities 

Be sure to look for the next WHAT’S NEW monthly insert on the first Sunday of every month! 


