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Pre – K 
Our littlest Bernardians are learning 
about Advent as Christmas preparations 
begin. They are learning that Christmas 
is the celebration of the birthday of Jesus, 
a celebration each child can understand! 
Our little ones are also learning about 
animals in winter and about hibernation 
as the days grow colder and darker…and 
yes, they are learning about reindeer, too. 

Kindergarten 
Immediately following Halloween, the 
Kindergarteners began to think about the 
real meaning of Christmas — The 
Birthday of Jesus. They are now 
rehearsing for their play entitled “What 
Christmas Means.” What joy and 
excitement they bring to this 
dramatization as they express their 
knowledge that giving and sharing is the 
true Christmas spirit. 

Grade 1 
Advent activities and preparations for the 
Christmas program remind all our First 
Graders that Christmas is coming. The 
weeks will fly by as the children are busy 
learning strategies for mastering their 
addition and subtraction facts in Math.  
In Reading, our First Graders explore 
communities as they learn about 
character, setting and events.  

Grade 2 
Our Second Graders are excited as they 
get ready to participate in the upcoming 

Christmas program. So 
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embarked on their third novel, Tuck 
Everlasting. Many themes will be 
explored in this beautiful book. Students 
will consider the importance of humans’ 
place in the cycle of life and turning 
points on the road to maturity as they 
share their insights together. 

Grade 7 
Seventh Grade geographers are learning 
about economics. Students are 
examining different types of economic 
systems, learning how a country’s 
economic performance is measured 
through “gross domestic product,” the 
impact of the standard of living on 
people and their families, and the 
meaning of productivity. Our students 
are discussing important ideas which 
have tremendous impact on all of us. 

Grade 8 
It’s that time of year again…the 8th 
Grade is sponsoring their annual Kids 
Night Out, Parents Night Off event on 
Dec. 9. This is a beloved evening when 
our children gather to watch movies, 
have popcorn and snacks, while moms 
and dads get a few hours on Friday 
night to spend together…shopping, 
having dinner, or catching an early 
movie of their own. What could be 
better? Eighth graders, with the help of 
many teachers organize, supervise and 
entertain their young charges while 
raising money towards their own trip to 
Washington, D.C. in May. 
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much energy in our primary classes as 
music and singing fill the classrooms. 
Always busy, in Math they are working 
on their money skills and in Science, it’s 
about learning about objects that are 
transparent, translucent and opaque!  

Grade 3 
Third Graders share the joy of 
anticipation of Christmas as they 
prepare for their final Christmas 
program. In Reading, they continue to 
expand their “Wonder”ful skills in the 
unit entitled Figure It Out which asks 
the students to consider the question - 
What does it take to solve a problem? 
Our young readers will be guided 
through stories which will show  
the many ways of finding solutions  
to problems. 

Grade 4 
Our Fourth Graders will be reading 
Santa Paws and the Christmas Storm by 
Kris Edwards together this December. 
It’s a story about a dog…named Santa 
Paws and his family on a trip to an 
island off the coast of Maine during 
Christmas. So many adventures and 
amazing rescues by the hero of this 
heartwarming novel! 

Grade 5 
In Math, it’s all about long division in 
Math now that our Fifth Graders have 
become the masters of the times tables!  

Grade 6 
Sixth Grade Literature students have 
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WHAT’S NEW 
St. Bernard’s Elementary School News 

Inspired by the motto,  
“Deeds not Words,”  
St. Bernard’s Elementary School 
is committed to providing a 
quality Catholic education  
by teaching the Gospel values  
of charity, responsibility, 
dignity and respect in a  
faith-centered community. 
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COMING EVENTS! 

              STB School News  December 2016 

~ BERNARDIAN LIFE AT STB ~ 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS CONTINUED 

Out of Uniform 
Wedsday, December  7 

- $1.00 Donation - 

 - Mass - 
Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception 
Thursday, December  8 

10:30 AM 
- STB Cafeteria - 

Families and parishioners welcome 

Jingle Bell Fair  
Monday, December 12 – 

Friday, December 16 
- Student Council Event - 

Progress Reports 
Tuesday, December 13 

Kindergarten,  
Grades 1, 2, & 3  

Christmas Play & Choir 
Thursday, December 15 

1:30 PM & 6:30 PM 
Doors open at 6:00 PM 

 - STB Cafeteria -  

Christmas Concert 
STB Band & Grades 1 – 5  

Tuesday, December 20 
11:00 AM 

- STB Cafeteria - 

Half Day 
Friday, December 23 
- NOON DISMISSAL - 

Christmas Vacation 
Monday, December 26 – 

Monday, January 2 
- SCHOOL REOPENS ON  

TUESDAY, JAN. 3 - 
 

Be sure to look for the next WHAT’S NEW monthly insert on the first Sunday of every month! 
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Student Council  
The Student Council raised $161.00 on 
Nov. 10 as STB observed Veterans’ Day 
at STB by wearing red, white and blue. 
This amount will be donated to 
Wreaths Across America, specifically to 
the Winchendon Wreath Fund to be 
used to decorate graves at the 
Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery in 
Winchendon, MA. 

A sincere thank you to all our students 
and their families who supported the 
Thanksgiving Food Drive. Our 
contributions were donated to Catholic 
Charities and to the St. Vincent DePaul 
Society to help these organizations in 
their work with hundreds of families in 
the North County. Our STB family 
shared our blessings with many other 
families this Thanksgiving Day. 

4

Art 
Owls, turkeys and the Holiday Fair kept our STB artists of all ages busy in November. 
Grade 1 artists made “Turkey Toes” to sell at the fair. Grade 4 made winter hat 
ornaments suitable for any well-dressed Christmas tree. Upper school students created 
owls with recycled book pages while lower school students took home their paper plate 
turkeys — just in time for the Thanksgiving feast! 

PRESENTATION DAY 
NOVEMBER 21ST  

STB students celebrated 
the Feast of the 

Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
with Mass on 
November 21. 
Students from 
Grades 4 – 8 
participated in a 
research and writing 

project on the 
foundress of the PBVM 

Sisters, Nano Nagle,   
to help all of us learn more 

about our connection with the 
woman who gave us our school 

motto “Deeds not Words.” Students 
recognized with Presentation Writing 

Awards to honor their work were Jack Delorey, Grade 4; Tristan Poirier, Grade 5; 
Jennifer Allen, Grade 6; and Wyatt Bingham, Grade 8. We congratulate you all! 
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And…The Jingle Bell Fair is set to 
open on Dec. 12th and run until Dec. 
16th. Support Student Council 
charities and get your Christmas 
shopping done early! 

Sports 
With the winter comes…Basketball. STB 
is set to put 6 teams out on the courts this 
season. Coed teams for Grade 3 and 
Grade 4, boys’ teams in Grades 5/6 and 
7/8, girls’ teams in Grades 5/6 and 7/8. 
Practice is underway, games to begin 
shortly!  
Visit our website to 
view the game 
schedules under 
“Sports” and join us 
as we cheer on our 
students athletes! 


